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l SINGLE mum pleaded to be 
llowed to stay at a traveller site so 
er children could go to school, an 
iquiry heard. 

Mary McCann has asked the 
rovernment to quash a Basildon 
touncil order to demolish her home, 
[atehertang, in Hovefields Drive, 
Bickford. She says she wants to give up 
ravelling and send her boys, aged 11, 
ine, six and two, to school. 

Yesterday; at an inquiry in Basildon, 
le council urged a planning inspector 
a dismiss Miss McCann’s appeal, argu- 
ig she was no longer a gipsy 
Inspector Diane Lewis was told Miss 
IcCann lived on state benefits, occa- 
ionally making money by buying and 
elling caravans. 

Her father, Gerry McCann, and 
stranged partner, Patrick Cassidy, 
either of w T hom lives locally bought 
ie site for her in 2005, the inquiry 
eard. 

They paid about £60,000 to a gipsy 
ouple who then moved to an unautho- 
ised piot in Cranfield Park Avenue, 
Bickford, The couple had earlier won a 
mgthy High Court battle for personal 
ermission to live on the Hovefields 
ite, so they could educate their four 
hildren. 

Miss McCann, who is in her twen- 
es, said: “I had no dealing with the 


I don’t want to 
travel any more, i 
want my children to 
get a better education 
than I did 

sale. Once it was bought for me, I 
thought the licence could be changed to 
my name.” 

Before this, she travelled with family 
all her life, but she added: “We have a 
place to stop and the children can go to 
school. T don’t want to travel any more. 

“I want my children to get a better 
education than I did.” 

The inquiry heard two of her boys 
are at primary school and the eldest 
was being home-tutored while he wait- 
ed for a secondary school place. 

Miss McCann added: “My situation 
is worse than the Dennards, because I 
am single.” 

Melissa Murphy, representing the 
Basildon Council, told the inquiry: 
“The family were not ignorant of plan- 
ning when they bought it. The plot has 
an unacceptable impact on the area, 
and the needs of the previous family 
were particularly compelling. 

“Because she no longer wants to 
travel , she loses gipsy status. There are 
no legitimate grounds to grant permis- 
sion.” 

A ruling on the appeal is expected in 
a few weeks. 


Police hit crime target 


OL1CE and councillors are on target to 
rive down crime. 

Three years ago, the Crime and 
) is order Reduction Partnership 
made up of local officers and council- 
ors - set a target of cutting crime by 
6.7 per cent by this year. 

Latest figures show they are on course 
o achieve the reduction in all types of 
rime across the Basildon district. 

The partnership has set up several 
rime-busting initiatives to achieve the 
asult, including new youth clubs to 
ike youngsters off the streets. 


They have also used automated num- 
ber plate recognition cameras to read 
vehicle registrations and flag up cars 
wanted in connection with crimes or 
without tax or insurance. 

As a result, offences dip[ed across the 
board, with vehicle crime cut by 23 per 
cent, criminal damage down by 18 per 
cent and theft from individuals nearly 
halved. 

Basildon district commander, Chief 
Insp Mark added: “I am delighted that 
the hard work by the partnership has 
delivered such visible results.” 


YOUR WALK IN BATH 


Your new walk in bath, 
supplied and fitted in a day 
At a price you can afford 

ESSEX 
SHOWERS 
& BATHROOMS 

TELEPHONE FREE NOW 

0800 212350 


You Can Trust Essex Showers 

YOUR NEW BATHROOM 


lour new bathroom, supplied and fitted to your specification, 
including tiling 

All work carried out by our own fitters 
Installation completed within four days at prices you can afford 

ESSEX SHOWERS 
& BATHROOMS 

PHONE FREE NOW 

® 0800 212350 

SPECIAL NEEDS BATHROOMS 
ALSO SUPPLIED AND PITTED 


You Can Trust Essex Showers 


There are tew luxuries better than a warm and attractive bathroom to add good looks, 
comfort and value to a home. 

For a dream bathroom, you can trust the experts at ESSEX SHOWERS who will 
i create an ideal combination at a price you can afford. 

Malcolm and Lee Pitt formed the company in 1982, having been employed by a 
' national bathroom company for 13 years before deciding the lime was right to branch 
out. 

The firm’s reputation has now spread far. 

It has more than 5,000 bathroom installations to its credit and offers a complete 
service. 

ESSEX SHOWERS installs only brand name bathroom suites, such as Armitage 
Shanks, Ideal Standard and Twyfords. 

One of the staff will visit, discuss plans, give advice and a quotation for the work, 
installations are carried out by the firm's own fitters, all over the county and beyond. 
For further details, telephone on 01702 540349 

FINANCE FACILITIES AVAILABLE. Subject to status, written details on requfst. 









